Spring 2018 Newsletter
www.floodplainmeadows.org.uk
Welcome to a very late winter 2017/18 newsletter (in fact its now spring). The first part of the year
has been somewhat overtaken by applications for funding and delivery of some short term funding
opportunities. We now seem to be through the late Arctic winter, and have enjoyed some welcome
spring sunshine, although showers are now the order of the day. The ponies at Winnall Moors, pictured
below, being fed from Winnalls hay late winter will be very glad of the (slightly) warmer temperatures.

Mike Dodd

Rachel Remnant

Mike Dodd

In this issue, find out what we have been applying for funds for, and what are latest priorities are.
Like it or not, it’s all about the natural capital and ecosystem services of floodplains (pages 2-3).
Read about some updates from our Ambassadors (pages 7-8), go and see the Yirdbards sing and
talk about the history of Wiltshire landscapes and particularly wildflower meadows at Clattinger
Farm (page 5), have you joined in with #wildflowerhour yet (page 6) and why don’t we see marsh
lousewort in our floodplain meadows these days (pages 8-9)?

One of the species of the summer. This year saw a lot of
oxeye daisies. Very showy and eyecatching plants. This
picture was taken at North Meadow NNR.

What’s next for floodplains?

Brexit, a new agri-environment scheme, the 25-year plan and
floodplain meadows.
A perfect storm of events are coming together to mean that the next few months and year or two are
going to be critical in shaping the way our landscape delivers for wildlife and the environment more
widely. The Government has just produced its 25 year plan for the environment https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/25-year-environment-plan and more recently, a consultation on the future of
agri-environment schemes https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-future-for-food-farmingand-the-environment, and what the next phase of farm support (outside the EU) might look like.
So how are these going to impact on floodplain meadows, and other related floodplain habitats, and are
we going to see a continuation of the current talk about public payments for public goods? Well, we don’t
know yet is the simple answer; however, we in the FMP are currently gathering evidence to make our
case to government, that agriculturally productive, biodiverse rich habitats like floodplain meadows might
deliver disproportionately high amounts of public goods relative to their land area when compared to other
floodplain landuses, and that perhaps therefore a specific focus for a new agri-environment scheme when
it comes to restoration of floodplain habitats, might benefit us all at relatively low cost.

The benefits and services of floodplain meadows
Red List habitat E3.4a Moist or wet mesotrophic to eutrophic
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We believe species-rich floodplain
habitats should be a key part of the
proposed Nature Recovery Network (25
year plan) and an integrated component
of natural flood-management solutions.
A relatively small shift in floodplain land
use, where strategically important and
technically feasible, would yield multiple
benefits and give society a higher return
on the use of public money.
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Targeted support for landowners in critical floodplain areas could
represent a massive opportunity to invest to save and yield enormous dividends. We know
how to create and restore floodplain meadows, we know where to do it and what benefits they will bring.
Focussing a relatively small amount of money on agricultural support over just 5% of the land in England
could yield dividends in terms of slowing, storing and filtering floodwaters, keeping topsoil out of rivers
and supporting a sustainable agricultural system that is productive during drought and capable of rapid
recovery after floods.
We are currently busy trying to pull these arguments together, to add to the evidence base for them, and
produce various briefing notes and are carrying out the following:
NERC Valuing Nature Programme http://valuing-nature.net/ synthesis report, examining the literature for
evidence of the natural capital and ecosysterm service benefits of floodplain habitats. This will result in a
Valuing Nature Paper and an FMP briefing note. http://valuing-nature.net/ClareLawson
Employed a PhD student looking at land uses and benefits to NFM with a focus on the Thames catchment
Working with Natural Resources Wales to produce an evidence briefing paper on Welsh floodplains and
their potential to deliver natural capital, alongside an opportunity mapping exercise to look at the existing
resource of species rich floodplain landuses. This work will be presented at a workshop in June, aimed at
Welsh NRW and other practitioners.
Helping to run a workshop at this years’ River Restoration Centre conference in April about the potential
for river and floodplain restoration, what benefits this would bring, and how practitioners understand and
interpret available evidence when deciding about what land uses to work towards. http://www.therrc.
co.uk/rrc-annual-conference-2018
Waiting to hear about a series of funding applications, which if successful would see our project develop
over the next 5 years to cover a more comprehensive suite of habitats, and the ecosystem services these
habitats deliver. This funding would also allow us to develop our Ambassadors programme, working with
the River Restoration Centre, to train individuals in more holistic river-floodplain restoration, and employ a
Policy and Advocacy Manager to proactively take these arguments to Government and others.

If you are working on a river and floodplain restoration project combined, we would love
to hear from you. Please get in touch at floodplain-meadows-project@open.ac.uk
Mike Dodd
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Floodplain Meadow Restoration Fund – last chance
To follow that….are there any more takers for our floodplain meadow restoration fund? We have one more
season to spend our floodplain meadow restoration money, courtesy of the John Ellerman Foundation. Are
you thinking about floodplain meadow restoration, or undertaken a restoration project that hasn’t worked as
well as you hoped? We may be able to help. Come and talk to us NOW, to spend the last of this cash. Examples
of funding so far include fencing at a floodplain meadow in Wales, seed purchase for a floodplain meadow in
Oxfordshire and fencing for a community owned floodplain meadow in Surrey.

Microplastics in
meadows?

New research has shown that there are millions of
pieces of mircoplastics and microbeads in UK river
systems, (particles <5mm) with some of those rivers
monitored in the NW England having the highest
recorded levels globally. These are shown to be
very significnatly reduced by flooding, as a result
of flushing particles out of the river bed and into
the ocean.Data from the Thames river bed show
that on average there are 100-1000 pieces/kg-1
compared to the Mersey (10,000p/kg-1)
Clearly floods have a big influence, and they have
been shown to significantly reduce concentrations
by flushing them into the ocean.
How viable are the remaining populations of Curlew in southern
Britain, and how much of a role do floodplain meadows
play?
Should have
we betomonitoring
the microplastics on our

Curlews are in Crisis
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meadows? Do the nutrient loads follow the plastics
or opposite to them. How much plastics have the
animals on the meadows been eating and has it
got into the human foodchain? These and other
questions....
This photo is from the coast, but do you see this on
floodplain tidelines in your meadows?
This reseach has come from the University of
Manchester. You can read more here: https://www.
nature.com/articles/s41561-018-0080-1

IN BRIEF
River Restoration Centre Conference -a
workshop on floodplains

W

e have just helped to run a workshop at the RRC confence this year http://www.therrc.
co.uk/rrc-annual-conference-2018, http://www.therrc.co.uk/rrc-annual-conference-2018
with a number of partners. The workshop was‘ A focus on floodplains’ and explored the current
and potential activity for wider floodplain restoration alongside river restoration. We asked
for feedback on delegates understanding of modified/unmodified hydrology and the benefits
of different states. We also looked at the ecosystem services delivered by different floodplain
landuses, and tried to identify what would be useful in terms of training for river/floodplain
restoration. If you want to add your view of these issues try these cool answergarden wordles.
They look great and give you a very quick idea of what other people think.
What does regulated hydrological function mean to you? https://answergarden.ch/684063
· What does unregulated hydrological function mean to you? https://answergarden.
ch/684047 Are there quick and easy ways to address the factors involved in that regulation?
https://answergarden.ch/684067

Snake’s-head fritillary count 2018 North Meadow

T

his year we did not run counts anywhere else, due to funding uncertainties. We await the outcome of a
number of significant grant applications, and were therefore not in a position to commit to activities beyond
the end of March unless they were already funded. However the North Meadow count continued as usual, as will
the bee surveys on all three sites (these are largely volunteer led now, and so do not need our input to continue).
In February we held our 7th winter workshop to share the results of the counts to date, with approx. 45
attendees, and free tea and cake, this was an informative and useful evening. A look at our data so far shows
a regular pattern of dormancy amongst a significant proprtion of the population every year. It is not yet clear
the trigger for dormancy, bu it is likely to be conditions on the floodplain in the preceeding year, either extent
of flooding and/or soil termperatures. You can listen to BBC Wiltshires Wild About Wiltshire programme on our
count. Aim for 13 minutes and 42.46 minutes in. Lovely volunteers and a lovely piece of radio!
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0645z0k#play

J

Songs and stories to celebrate Wildflower
Meadows
‘GREAT CLATTINGER’
PRESENTED BY THE YIRDBARDS

Along with everyone else we have been checking what
we need to do to ensure we are complying with these
regulations, which come into force on 25th May 2018.
The OU GDPR team have advised us that we do not
need to get you all to agree that you wish to continue
to recieve correspondence from us, BUT if you want
to stop recievng our correspondence/newsletters
etc, please do let us know and we will remove you
from our list. We also now have a privacy notice here
http://www.floodplainmeadows.org.uk/sites/www.
floodplainmeadows.org.uk/files/FMP%20Privacy%20
Notice%20April%202018.pdf which explains how and
why we keep personal data, and your rights.

Melanie Stone

oin the Yirdbards for the story of Clattinger Farm
meadows and the people who cared for them.
Wiltshire-based folk band, The Yirdbards - Paul
Darby, Verity Sharp, Patrick Randall and Iona Hassan,
together with Jane Brown, have put together a
mixture of songs, tunes and spoken word to create a
performance that reflects both factual and spiritual
aspects of Clattinger, as well as wider Wiltshire
landscapes. http://www.floodplainmeadows.org.uk/
sites/www.floodplainmeadows.org.uk/files/Gt%20
Clatting%20flyer%20Avebury%20PDF.pdf

General Data Protection Regulations
(GDPR)

The rise and rise of #Wildflower Hour –
what else is there to do on a Sunday night
If you’ve not yet taken part in the phenomena that is
#wildflowerhour, then you are seriously missing out. Between
8-9pm every Sunday you can share photos of the flowers you
have found growing wild in Britain and Ireland this week, using
#wildflowerhour on Twitter and Facebook. The concept is to just
encourage people to take photos seen of wildflowers during the
week and to find out what they are! But where did #wildflowerhour
come from and how does it keep going? We spoke to Issy Hardman,
the person behind the idea, to find out more.
Issy is not a botanist, but a political journalist, and perhaps that explains why she has sensed a ‘thing’ that
could be done and then publicised it amazingly well. She certainly has an ear for a good story and an eye for
presentation, as a look at the website will show you. Issy has always been a gardener and was previously writing
a gardening blog, which didn’t seem to get much interest, but she observed that people seemed to come home
after a weekend out and about and liked to tweet their findings, so in 2015 the idea was born.
She didn’t expect #WFH to go far, but people like the BSBI @BSBI https://bsbi.org really liked it, and after she
had taken a year off from work following an accident, she found it was trending on Twitter, having been curated
by @BSBI. #wildflowerhour has tweeted 20k times with 13.4k followers.
When Issy started working again and saw the phenomena
that #wfh had become, she got in touch with @BSBI,
and offered to revamp her gardening blog page into a
wildflowerhour website www.wildflowerhour.co.uk and so
the expansion began. The website and # are run with BSBI
and have developed loads of different strands and projects.
Given that Issy was doing this voluntarily, and has a day job,
it is now run with Louise Marsh from BSBI, and a ’What’sApp’
Steering Group has been established.
Now, there are 25-30 people who regularly volunteer to help
during #wildflowerhour itself, and there are sub-committees
to run Herbology Hunt (junior section), and find funding.
The team also record podcasts, run regular challenges for
the #wildflowerhour community, and offer lots of help with
identification.
#wildflowerhour is not funded by any grants or organisations,
it is all run by
volunteers.
However there are costs, and so the team wish to establish a social
enterprise through which they will try and raise funds to simply pay
for the costs they have (e.g. editing podcasts).
So if you are at all interested in wildflowers, then follow
#wildflowerhour on Twitter/Facebook. It’s a great community of
people just interested in what is out there growing over the fence.
#wildflowerhour were kind enough to invite us to do a podcast
last week. Listen here http://www.wildflowerhour.co.uk/
blog/2018/03/18/podcast-floodplain-meadows/ and explore their
website at the same time.
Issy Hardman

What are our Ambassadors up to? An update from the field

C

hris Talbot FMP Ambassador in Warwickshire tells us a good news story from

his study site:

Rob Rose

Our first phase of Ambasadors have now finished their training and have started to work
proactively in their counties to engage locally with other floodplain meadow managers. Phase 2 are
all busy writing up their site reports. So who has been doing what and are they making a difference
for floodplain meadows?

Before I started the Ambassador programme and settled on my site at Haseley, we (the Local Wildlife Sites
project) had no regular contact with Severn Trent Water (STW) who own the Haseley Gathering Grounds.
When I began the Ambassadors programme and started the site monitoring, the local farmer asked about
using the information to support a grant bid for managing the site for wildlife.
Following on from meetings with STW a three year management plan was agreed with the tenant to aid
the protection of the drinking water source
and enhance and improve the wider local
environment as part of their catchment
management activities. In particular this
includes options to improve and manage
floodplain and species rich grassland
meadows. STW also commissioned the local
wildlife sites project team to re-survey the
site.

C

Chris Talbot

This is a really positive outcome, typical of
what happens regularly in the conservation
world, but certainly worth celebrating
nonetheless. Well done Chris. An article
about the site, written by the tenants
and published in the local community
newsletter (Ferncumbe News is the local
parish magazine for Haseley, Hatton, Honiley,
Lowsonford, Rownington, Wroxall and Hatton Park in Warwick District). They are clearly really pleased and
proud of what they have achieved so far, rightly so, and about what potential there is! Read more about the
site here.

aroline O’Rourke, Ambassador for Glamorgan is working with a community

Caroline O’Rourke

group at Castle Meadows in Abergavenny (Friends of Castle Meadows). She has helped them to
install some dipwells and is in discussion with the site owners (Monmouthshire County Council) about a
restoration plan for the site, based on
data collected through the dipwells and
a botanical survey. The Friends group
are hoping to monitor the dipwells,
and will also help carry out a botanical
survey. The site floods regularly and
seems free draining, the soil profiles are
sandy and the site is used heavily by the
public (it was the site of the Eistedfodd
in 2016). We have provided Caroline and
the team with some dipwell kits, and
talked through the options for improving
the grassland diversity. We are really

C

ath Mowat and Dianne Matthews, (our Ambassadors from Somerset and Wiltshire

respectively) jointly ran a training course for Natural England and Environment Agency staff in their
areas. This was a day aimed at raising the profile of floodplain meadows and key factors affecting their
management and restoration. 19 staff attended and the feedback was good. This kind of course is really
instrumental in helping to share the concepts of floodplain ecohydrology and floodplain meadows.
Catherine and Dianne have more planned.

Cath Mowat

All our Ambassadors are working hard to fly the flag for
their local floodplain meadows. Find out more about our
Ambassadors on our website:
http://www.floodplainmeadows.org.uk/about-us/fmp-ambassadors

Marsh Lousewort Pedicularis palustris in floodplain meadows in
Oxfordshire and Berkshire. Judy Webb
Marsh lousewort Pedicularis palustris is a hemiparasite with a similar life style to yellow rattle
Rhinanthus minor, but preferring wetter soil
conditions.
The botanist G C Druce wrote floras of Oxfordshire
(VC23) and Berkshire (VC22). In his ‘Flora of
Berkshire, 1897’, he described the marsh lousewort
(he says also known as tall red rattle) as being found
in ‘peat bogs, marshes and wet meadows. Locally
abundant, especially in the Thames meadows….’
He then goes on to quote it as being found in
Wytham meadows, plus Thames meadows near
Kennington and Sandford, Newbury meadows and
other meadows. He ends the account of this species
thus:

Marsh Lousewort in South Pixey Mead,
May 2017 (J A Webb)

‘The meadows near Moulsford and near Hurley I have seen quite crimson from the profusion of this semiparasitic plant, which I have found attached by suckers (haustoria) to the roots of Carex acutiformis, C.
riparia and Juncus articulatus.’

In his Flora of Oxfordshire (1927) the list of meadows occupied adds Binsey Meadows (abundant) and Marston
both near Oxford.
What a sight that must have been in Thames floodplain meadows well over a hundred years ago!
This plant is now so declined as to be on the Oxfordshire county ‘Rare Plants Register’ (to be published
soon as ‘Oxfordshire’s Threatened Plants’). It survives in a small number of the Oxon alkaline fens and to my
knowledge, in only one of the Thames floodplain meadows – the south-eastern cut off section of Pixey Mead
(Oxford Meadows SAC) where it occupies a lower lying wetter area that is probably a palaeochannel. Here it
is associated with for example, marsh marigold Caltha palustris, greater bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus pedunculatus,
pepper saxifrage Silaum silaus, lesser spearwort Ranunculus flammula, marsh valerian Valeriana officinalis,
creeping jenny Lysimachia nummularia, marsh bedstraw Galium palustre, fen bedstraw G. uliginosum, slender
spike rush Eleocharis uniglumis and a number of Carex (sedge) species. Maybe it was once part of a historic
floodplain plant community with affiliation to what we now might recognise as kingcup-carnation sedge
meadow (MG8 in the National Vegetation Classification)?
I monitor this small population regularly and in recent years it has shown a marked increase in numbers and
is spreading further along the palaeochannel. This summer I propose to search the rest of Pixey Mead wetter
areas to see if there are any other relic marsh lousewort populations in wetter spots. Marsh lousewort is
known as an effective ‘Ecosystem Engineer’ in fen wetlands (Decleer, Bonte & Van Digglen, 2013 ) and for the
last couple of years I have been studying it and its role in controlling fen vegetation in the Lye Valley fen in
Oxford. It seems it has great potential in reducing the vigour of rampant rushes and sedges within reach of
its roots, thus allowing room for a greater plant diversity, combined with an annual cut and rake, much as in a
hay meadow. As a biennial, when it dies in autumn it often leaves a bare soil area, which is good for seedling
germination.

From the FMP: We have recorded it in the list of additional species
for the MG8 community in the Calthion review -where it was
recorded but, in <5% of the total samples.
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Hilary Wallace

Marsh Lousewort in South Pixey Mead,
May 2017 (J A Webb)

As to why it has declined in floodplain meadows, I might
hypothesise that nutrient enrichment has disfavoured it by giving
grasses and sedges much more ability to produce tall rank growth,
much as yellow rattle cannot cope with enriched rank grass areas,
preferring more nutrient-stressed grasses. Maybe it is a historic
floodplain meadow species that should be considered for including
in restoration mixes for wetter meadows where there are the
sedges and rushes it likes to parasitise?

